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in Ms in its early form during the author's life and for some
time after. When the Hsi-yii-chi was finished Yuan-chuang
gave himself up to the task of translating, a task which
was to him one of love and duty combined. In his inter-
vals of leisure he gave advice and instruction to the young
"brethren and did various kinds of acts of merit, leading
a life calm and peaceful but far from idle. In the year
664 on the 6th day of the second month he underwent the
great change. He had known that the change was coming,
and had made ready for his departure. He had no fears
and no regrets: content with the work of his life and
joyous in the hope of hereafter he passed hence into
Paradise. There he waits with Maitreya until in the full-
ness of time the latter comes into this world. With him
Tuan-chuang hoped to come back to a new life here and
to do again the Buddha's work for the good of others.

In personal appearance Yuan-chuang, like his father, was
a tall handsome man with beautiful eyes and a good com-
plexion. He had a serious but benevolent expression and a
sedate and rather stately manner. His character as revealed
to us in his Life and other books is interesting and attrac-
ftve. He had a rare combination of moral and intellectual
qualities and traits common to Chinese set off by a strong-
ly marked individuality. We find him tender and affectio-
nate to his parents and brothers, clinging to them in his
youth and lovingly mindful of them in his old age. He
was zealous and enthusiastic, painstaking and persevering,
but without any sense of humour and without any inven-
tive genius. His capacity for work was very great and
his craving for knowledge and love of learning were an
absorbing passion. Too prone at times to follow authority
and accept ready-made conclusions he was yet self possessed
and independent. A Confucianist by inheritance and early
training, far seen in native lore and possessing good abi-
lities, he became an uncompromising Buddhist. Yet he
never broke wholly with the native system which he learn-
ed from his father and early teachers. The splendours
of India and the glories of its religion did not weaken